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Abstract : Education is ever-changing to keep up with innovative technological development and the rapid acceleration of
globalisation. This chapter introduces the historical development and transformation of teaching in distance education from
correspondence to on-line learning in Queensland universities. It furthermore investigates changes to the delivery models of
distance education that have impacted on teaching at tertiary level in Queensland, and reflects on the social changes that have
taken place during the past 100 years. This includes an analysis of the following five different periods in time: Foundation
period (1911-1919) including World War I; 1920-1939 including the Great Depression; 1940-1970s, including World War II and
the post war reconstruction; and the current technological era (1980s to present). In Queensland, the concept of distance
education was begun by the University of Queensland (UQ) in 1911, when it began offering extension courses. The introduction
of modern technology, in the form of electronic delivery, dramatically changed tertiary distance education due to political
initiatives. The inclusion of electronic delivery in education signifies change at many levels, including policy, pedagogy,
curriculum and governance. Changes in delivery not only affect the way study materials are delivered, but also the way courses
are be taught and adjustments made by academics to their teaching methods.
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