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Abstract : Research has shown that foreign students with higher levels of cultural awareness and intercultural communication
competence tend to have better academic performance outcomes.  This study aimed to find out the cultural  awareness,
intercultural communication competence, and academic performance of foreign students and its relationships among variables.
Methods used were descriptive-comparative and correlational research design, quota purposive sampling technique while
frequency counts and percentages, mean and standard deviation, T, and F-test and chi-square were utilized to analyze the data.
The results revealed that the majority of the respondents were under the age bracket of 21-25 years old, mostly males, all
single, and mostly citizens of Papua New Guinea, Angolan, Vanuatu, Tanzanian, Nigerian, Korean, Rwanda, and Myanmar.
Most language spoken was English, many of them were born again Christians, the majority took BS business management
degree program, their studies mainly supported by their parents, they had stayed in the Philippines for 3-4 years, and most of
them attended five to six times of cultural awareness/competence workshop-seminars, majority of their parent’s occupations
were family own business, and had been earning a family monthly income of P61,0000 and above. The respondents were highly
aware of their culture in terms of clients’ issues. The intercultural communication competence of the respondents was slightly
aware in terms of intercultural awareness, while the foreign students performed good remarks in their average academic
performance. However, the profiles of the participants in terms of age, gender, civil status, nationality, course/degree program
taken, support to the study, length of stay, workshop attended, and parents’ occupation have significant differences in the
academic performance except for the type of family, language spoken, religion and family monthly income. Moreover, cultural
awareness was significantly related to intercultural  communication competence,  and both were not related to academic
performance. It  is  recommended that foreign students be provided with cultural orientation programs, offered language
support services, promoted intercultural exchange activities, and implemented inclusive teaching practices to allow students to
effectively navigate and interact with people from different cultural backgrounds, fostering a more inclusive and collaborative
learning environment.
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