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Abstract : The relationship between road transport infrastructure and commercial activities in Nigeria has been a topical issue
and identified as one of the crucial components for economic development in the country. This study examines road transport
infrastructure and commercial activities along selected roads in Ede, Nigeria. The study assesses the characteristics of the
selected roads, the condition of road infrastructure, the degree of road network connectivity, maintenance culture for the road
infrastructure as well as commercial activities along identified roads in the study area. Stratified Sampling Techniques were
used to partition the study area into core, Intermediate and Suburb Township zones. Roads were also classified into Major,
Distributor and Access Roads. Field observation and measurement, as well as a questionnaire, were used to obtain primary
data from 246 systematically sampled respondents along the roads selected, and they were analyzed using descriptive and
inferential statistics. The study revealed that most of the roads were characterized by an incidence of potholes. A total of 448
potholes were observed, where Olowoibida Road accounted for (19.0%), Federal Polytechnic Road (17.4%), and Back to Land
Road (16.3%). The majority of the selected roads have no street lights and are of open drainage systems. Also, the condition of
road surfaces was observed to be deteriorating. Road network connectivity of the study area was found to be poorly connected
with 11% using the alpha index and 40% of Gamma index. It was found that the tailoring business (39) is predominant on major
roads and Distributor Roads, while petty trading (35) is dominant on the access road. Results of correlation analysis (r = 0.242)
show  that  there  is  a  low  positive  correlation  between  road  infrastructure  and  commercial  activities;  the  significant
relationships have indeed explained how important it is in influencing commercial activities across the study area. The study
concluded by emphasizing the need for the provision of more roads and proper maintenance of the existing ones. This will no
doubt improve the commercial activities along the roads in the study area.
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