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Abstract : The expression ‘Porto School’, usually associated with an educational institution, the School of Fine Arts of Porto, is
applied for the first time with the sense of an architectural trend by Nuno Portas in a text published in 1983. The expression is
used to characterize a set of works by Porto architects, in which common elements are found, namely the desire to reuse
languages and forms of the German and Dutch rationalism of the twenties, using the work of Alvar Aalto as a mediation for the
reinterpretation of these models. In the same year, Álvaro Siza classifies the Finnish architect as a miscegenation agent who
transforms experienced models and introduces them to different realities in a text published in Jornal de Letras, Artes e Ideias.
The influence of foreign models and their adaptation to the context has been a recurrent theme in Portuguese architecture,
which finds important contributions in the writings of Alexandre Alves Costa, at this time. However, the identification of these
characteristics in Siza’s work is not limited to the Portuguese theoretical production: it is the recognition of this attitude
towards the context that leads Kenneth Frampton to include Siza in the restricted group of architects who embody Critical
Regionalism (in his book Modern architecture: a critical history). For Frampton, his work focuses on the territory and on the
consequences of the intervention in the context, viewing architecture as a tectonic fact rather than a series of scenographic
episodes  and  emphasizing  site-specific  aspects  (topography,  light,  climate).  Therefore,  the  motto  of  this  paper  is  the
dichotomous opposition between foreign influences and adaptation to the context in the early work of Álvaro Siza (designed in
the sixties) in which the influence (theoretical, methodological, and formal) of Alvar Aalto manifests itself in the form and the
language: the pool at Quinta da Conceição, the Seaside Pools and the Tea House (three works in Leça da Palmeira) and the
Lordelo Cooperative (in Porto). This work is part of a more comprehensive project, which considers several case studies
throughout the Portuguese architect's vast career, built in Portugal and abroad, in order to obtain a holistic view.
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