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Abstract : Riverside Street has the dual characteristics of street space and waterfront space, which is not only a vital place for
residents to travel and communicate but also a high-frequency space for people's leisure and entertainment. However, under
the development of cities and towns pursuing efficiency, riverfront streets appear to have a variety of problems, such as a lack
of multifunctionality, insufficient facilities, and loss of characteristics, which fail to meet the needs of various groups of people,
and their inclusiveness is facing a great challenge. It is, therefore, evident that the optimization of riverfront street space from
an inclusivity perspective is important to the establishment of a human-centered, high-quality urban space. Therefore, this
article starts by exploring the interactive relationship between inclusive design and street space. Based on the analysis of the
characteristics of the riverfront street space and people's needs, it proposes the four inclusive design orientations of natural
inclusion, group inclusion, spatial inclusion, and social inclusion. It then constructs a design framework for the inclusive
optimization of riverfront street space, aiming to create streets that are “safe and accessible, diverse and shared, distinctive
and friendly, green and sustainable.” Riverfront streets in Wansheng District, Chongqing, are selected as a practice case, and
specific strategies are put forward in four aspects: the creation of an accessible slow-traffic system, the provision of diversified
functional services, the reshaping of emotional bonds and the integration of ecological spaces.
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