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Abstract : This research paper delves into the assessment of self-reliance indexes within drought-affected pastoralist
communities of the Borena Zone, Ethiopia, in enhancing self-reliance among community members. Through a mixed-methods
approach, including surveys, interviews, and field observations, the study evaluates the socioeconomic impact initiatives on
livelihoods, resilience, and community empowerment. For measuring the progress of households towards self-reliance, the Self-
Reliance-Index (SRI) was used by comparing the data/index score of a responding humanitarian-development-peace triple
nexus project beneficiary from the baseline in October 2023 with data of the same responding beneficiary from this research
done in May 2024. In this case, the 373 respondents that were interviewed during both surveys were chosen to represent the
population of interest at the moment of each survey. The Self-Reliance-Index (SRI) has an average value of 2.02 for
respondents during the baseline and an average value of 2.37 for respondents of the study, representing thus a positive
difference of 0.35. Moreover, the study disaggregated the findings into four groups for further interpretation of the SRI
analysis. The findings contribute to the discourse on sustainable development strategies in arid and semi-arid regions, offering
practical recommendations for future interventions and policy formulation.
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