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Abstract : Gender-based violence (GBV) is a pervasive issue that demands a nuanced understanding to foster effective
solutions. This study, conducted by the Lagos State Domestic and Sexual Violence Agency (DSVA), delves into the heart of
Lagos State to uncover the realities of GBV, from the perceptions of its residents to the efficacy of support systems in place.
Covering ten local government areas (LGAs) and drawing from a diverse range of demographics—gender, age, marital status,
literacy levels, religion, and ethnicity—this research paints a comprehensive picture of GBV's impact. The narrative begins with
the  voices  of  the  community,  revealing  a  widespread  awareness  of  GBV's  multifaceted  nature—physical,  emotional,
psychological, and structural. Through their stories, key drivers such as poverty, low education levels, and substance abuse
emerge, illustrating the interconnected factors that sustain GBV. Despite a high level of awareness, there is a significant gap in
knowledge about reporting mechanisms, highlighting an urgent need for improved accessibility and information dissemination
on support services. Notably, inter-agency collaboration and public awareness campaigns play crucial roles in the community's
fight against GBV. This study evaluates these efforts by the Lagos State Government, shedding light on successful educational
interventions that  have transformed community attitudes.  Case studies of  these initiatives provide examples of  success,
demonstrating the power of coordinated action and informed advocacy. In conclusion, the study calls for a robust, multi-
sectoral approach—engaging government agencies, civil society organizations, and community stakeholders—to address GBV
comprehensively.  Recommendations  include  scaling  successful  models  to  other  urban  centers,  enhancing  reporting
mechanisms for greater accessibility and confidentiality, and investing in ongoing research to refine our understanding of
GBV's dynamics with the aim to foster a safer and more inclusive society, tackling the root causes of GBV and improving
support for survivors.
Keywords : gender based violence, policy recommendations, public awareness, Iinter agency collaboration
Conference Title : ICDSV 2024 : International Conference on Domestic and Sexual Violence
Conference Location : Los Angeles, United States
Conference Dates : October 28-29, 2024

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences

Vol:18, No:10, 2024

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 H
um

an
iti

es
 a

nd
 S

oc
ia

l S
ci

en
ce

s 
Vo

l:1
8,

 N
o:

10
, 2

02
4 

pu
bl

ic
at

io
ns

.w
as

et
.o

rg
/a

bs
tr

ac
ts

/1
88

19
4.

pd
f

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 18(10) 2024 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/188194.pdf

