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Abstract : This study investigates the impacts of homestay tourism on the traditional lifestyle and culture of the indigenous
Tharu people in Nepal. It explores how this form of tourism has influenced the lives of Tharu individuals and their community
as a whole. The study delves into the effects of tourism on various aspects, including language, socio-economic development,
and cultural promotion and revival. Employing a qualitative approach and a case study design, the study gathers in-depth and
comprehensive data on the impacts of homestay tourism on the Amaltari Tharu community. Building rapport with respondents,
including homestay management committees, Tharu homestay owners, and non-Tharu residents, is achieved through various
channels like personal interactions, phone conversations, and repeated visits. The research further combines document
analysis with in-depth interviews to glean diverse perspectives and insights. The study's findings reveal that while homestay
tourism presents challenges, it also holds significant potential for promoting and revitalizing the Tharu culture. Tourism has
not only fostered the flourishing of Tharu traditions but has also contributed to improved educational opportunities within the
community. However, the study recognizes the influence of globalization in driving changes to Tharu customs and rituals,
potentially leading to a new form of cultural colonization. In this context, homestay tourism emerges as a crucial tool for
preserving and revitalizing the unique ethnic identity and traditions of the Amaltari Tharu community.
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