
Collective Problem Solving: Tackling Obstacles and Unlocking Opportunities
for Young People Not in Education, Employment, or Training

Authors : Kalimah Ibrahiim, Israa Elmousa
Abstract : This study employed the world café method alongside semi-structured interviews within a 'conversation café'
setting to engage stakeholders from the public health and primary care sectors. The objective was to collaboratively explore
strategies to improve outcomes for young people not in education, employment, or training (NEET). The discussions were
aimed at identifying the underlying causes of disparities faced by NEET individuals, exchanging experiences, and formulating
community-driven solutions to bolster preventive efforts and shape policy initiatives. A thematic analysis of the qualitative data
gathered emphasized the importance of community problem-solving through the exchange of ideas and reflective discussions.
Healthcare professionals reflected on their potential roles, pinpointing a significant gap in understanding the specific needs of
the NEET population and the unclear distribution of responsibilities among stakeholders. The results underscore the necessity
for a unified approach in primary care and the fostering of multi-agency collaborations that focus on addressing social
determinants of health. Such strategies are critical not only for the immediate improvement of health outcomes for NEET
individuals but also for informing broader policy decisions that can have long-term benefits. Further research is ongoing,
delving deeper into the unique challenges faced by this demographic and striving to develop more effective interventions. The
study advocates for continued efforts to integrate insights from various sectors to create a more holistic and effective response
to the needs of the NEET population, ensuring that future strategies are informed by a comprehensive understanding of their
circumstances and challenges.
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