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Abstract : The London College of Communication is one of the only universities in the world to offer a lifestyle journalism
master’s degree. A hybrid originally constructed largely out of a generic journalism program crossed with numerous cultural
studies approaches, the degree has developed into a leading lifestyle journalism education attracting students worldwide. This
research project seeks to present a framework for structuring the degree as well as to understand how students in this
emerging field of study value the program. While some researchers have addressed questions about journalism and higher
education, none have looked specifically at the increasingly important genre of lifestyle journalism, which Folker Hanusch
defines as including notions of consumerism and critique among other identifying traits. Lifestyle journalism, itself poorly
researched by scholars, can relate to topics including travel, fitness, and entertainment, and as such, arguably a lifestyle
journalism degree should prepare students to engage with these topics. This research uses the existing Masters of Arts and
Lifestyle Journalism at the London College of Communications as a case study to examine the school’s approach. Furthering
Hanusch’s original definition, this master’s program attempts to characterizes lifestyle journalism by a specific voice or
approach, as reflected in the diversity of student’s final projects. This framework echoes the ethos and ideas of the university,
which focuses on creativity, design, and experimentation. By analyzing the current degree as well as student feedback, this
research aims to assist future educators in pursuing the often neglected field of lifestyle journalism. Through a discovery of the
unique mix of practical coursework, theoretical lessons, and broad scope of student work presented in this degree program,
researchers strive to develop a framework for lifestyle journalism education, referring to Mark Deuze’s ten questions for
journalism education development. While Hanusch began the discussion to legitimize the study of lifestyle journalism, this
project strives to go one step further and open up a discussion about teaching of lifestyle journalism at the university level.
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