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Abstract : Podcasts are increasingly sources of intellectual content for many who desire to broaden their worldview. Topics
range from sports to folklore, entertainment to spirituality. The list from which to choose is large, demonstrating the public’s
interest in this medium. While traditional classrooms continue to serve the curious and upward bound, podcasts also satisfy
intellectual cravings, especially for those on the go. The paper will explore how the podcast, The Professor’s Bayonet, attempts
to scratch these itches by offering 4-5 minute commentaries on literary works, both classic and contemporary, through the dual
lenses of current trends in society and theology. The reason for this approach is borne out of the direction many students take
in exchanges of ideas. They have a sincere interest in how the books that are covered are relevant to their lives, and their
questions are probing to the extent that dips into theology are helpful. Cursory examinations of whatever topic just won’t
suffice. Those in Generation Z, especially, are parched for real and true answers. The paper, therefore, will share some
excerpts from a selection of episodes, explaining the reasons behind why certain works were showcased. In an episode entitled
“The Possibility of Evil,” for example, Shirley Jackson’s 1965 short story of the same name is explored, focusing on why the
protagonist,  Adela Strangeworth,  leaves nasty little notes in the mailboxes of  those in her small  community she deems
deserving of a good tongue-lashing. There is a negative result and the opportunity to make the connection to social media and
how millions of individuals are guilty of the very same thing Adela Strangeworth is guilty of, making Jackson’s work somewhat
prophetic.  Reasons for  this  behavior  are  explored,  namely  what  it  says  about  how we as  a  society  have evolved both
interpersonally and spiritually.
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