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Abstract : Applied theatre is not an ultimate vehicle to create social change; but is more an opportunity of hope that the
production material might affect this. Theatre-makers are able to deconstruct socially and politically challenging themes to
encourage their audience to witness lived experiences as they consider themes of concern and injustice. This allows writers to
(re) present the lived experiences of trans people, and for social injustice, continued transphobia, and lack of equity to be
presented  to  an  audience  for  debate.  There  needs  to  be  a  stronger  position  and presence  of  trans  voices  and  active
participation presented of  these rather than just  that of  the cisgender-lens and standpoint.  This research examines the
relationship between human rights and theatre and considers global examples of this practice, as well  as exploring the
negatives formed from this relationship, and how this may be developed in the future. This focusses on the ability of theatre to
denounce the violations of human rights and considers the power of theatre to support the importance of the awareness of
violations to human rights for the raised awareness and potential for action of the audience – who may themselves be part of
the oppressed, or indeed an oppressor. The fundamental assertion here is not one of evidenced social change, but of awareness
raising of  the audience and the potential  for  social  activism and action.  The practice of  applied theatre is  one that  is
experienced by the audience and the project participants alike, with the intention that theatre may consider how people
interact with one another. This paper examines the opportunity of verbatim theatre techniques to allow for a cis-led trans-
collaborative research project to (re) present intergenerational trans identities.
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