World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Cognitive and Language Sciences
Vol:19, No:04, 2025

Bridging the Gap Between Student Needs and Labor Market Requirements
in the Translation Industry in Saudi Arabia

Authors : Sultan Samah A Almjlad

Abstract : The translation industry in Saudi Arabia is experiencing significant shifts driven by Vision 2030, which aims to
diversify the economy and enhance international engagement. This change highlights the need for translators who are skilled
in various languages and cultures, playing a crucial role in the nation's global integration efforts. However, there's a notable
gap between the skills taught in academic institutions and what the job market demands. Many translation programs in Saudi
universities don't align well with industry needs, resulting in graduates who may not meet employer expectations. To tackle
this challenge, it's essential to thoroughly analyze the market to identify the key skills required, especially in sectors like legal,
medical, technical, and audiovisual translation. At the same time, existing translation programs need to be evaluated to see if
they cover necessary topics and provide practical training. Involving stakeholders such as translation agencies, professionals,
and students is crucial to gather diverse perspectives. Identifying discrepancies between academic offerings and market
demands will guide the development of targeted strategies. These strategies may include enriching curricula with industry-
specific content, integrating emerging technologies like machine translation and CAT tools, and establishing partnerships with
industry players to offer practical training opportunities and internships. Industry-led workshops and seminars can provide
students with valuable insights, and certification programs can validate their skills. By aligning academic programs with
industry needs, Saudi Arabia can build a skilled workforce of translators, supporting its economic diversification goals under
Vision 2030. This alignment benefits both students and the industry, contributing to the growth of the translation sector and
the overall development of the country.
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