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Abstract : Irregularities have been a major feature of the Nigerian political activities since 1999. The rate at which such
impunities thrive in the country has made elections grossly unacceptable among the people because the outcomes have never
reflected the wish of the masses. Conscious of this, citizens have subscribed to the use of social media in exposing the ugly
faces of the country’s elections which have always been against the less privileged. This study is an exploration of the
relationship between exposure to social media shared video-clips and the respondents’ perception of the 2023 presidential
election in Nigeria. The general objective of the study is to find out what the respondents make of the election as a result of the
video-clips shared on different social media platforms showing electoral irregularities. The study adopted survey research
method in studying 378 university undergraduates from NAU, COOU and Paul University selected through purposive sampling
technique. The study was premised on the theoretical provision of violation of expectation theory. Findings revealed that the
respondents are well exposed to different video-clips showing irregularities on the election. It was also found that the
respondents have negative perception of the election. It was concluded that electoral umpire, the government in power and the
security apparatus violated the respondents’ expectation from the election based on the pre-election promises made to the
citizens. It was recommended among others, that Nigeria must strengthen the various institutions responsible for the conduct
of elections if violence will not be made the best option for the poor masses.
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