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Abstract : The study aimed to identify the extent of rural women’s awareness of gender issues and discrimination against
women. The study also investigated the relationship between the extent of that awareness and the social and economic
characteristics of the surveyed women. The study aimed to find both the related factors and the affecting factors of the
surveyed  women's  awareness  of  gender  issues  and  the  discrimination  against  them.  The  study  then  proposed  some
recommendations that can raise rural women's ability to understand gender issues and discrimination against women. To
achieve the study goals, a field study was conducted in the Al-Buhaira governorate. Abu Homs township was chosen as one of
the traditional rural areas closest in its characteristics to most rural areas in Egypt, and the Abu Homs township consists of one
town and seven rural local units. The local unit of Baraka Ghattas was chosen, as it is considered on average level in human
development. Baraka Ghattas local unit includes five villages. Alherfah village and Barakat Ghatas village were chosen to
conduct the study as they represent the high and the low levels of human development, respectively. The study included
households of women who were in their fertile period in the sample’s villages. The volume of the sample was divided among the
two villages according to the number of families in each village, so that each village is represented in the sample space by the
same percentage of its presence in the original community. The size of the sample was determined, which is 385 women,
According to the Crijsey and Morgen equation. To execute the study, a questionnaire was designed and collected through
personal interviews. The results showed that the independent variables most influencing the dependent variable are, from high
to low, the economic level of the respondent's family, the number of children of the respondent, the level of formal education of
the husband, then leadership ability and the level of ambition, respectively. These variables are responsible for explaining 52%
of the change in the extent of rural women's awareness of gender issues and discrimination against women. The study was
concluded  by  providing  suggestions  and  recommendations  to  improve  rural  women's  awareness  of  gender  issues  and
discrimination against women.
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