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Abstract : This study tries to contrast the use of metadiscoursal markers in English and Persian Newspaper Editorials as
persuasive text types. These markers are linguistic elements in the text which do not add to the propositional content of it,
rather they serve to realize the Halliday’s (1985) textual and interpersonal functions of language. At first, some of the most
common markers from five subcategories of Text Connectives, Illocution Markers, Hedges, Emphatics, and Attitude Markers
were identified in both English and Persian newspapers. Then, the frequency of occurrence of these markers in both English
and Persian corpus consisting of 44 randomly selected editorials (18,000 words in each) from several English and Persian
newspapers was recorded. After that, using a two-way chi square analysis, the overall x2 obs was found to be highly significant.
So, the null hypothesis of no difference was confidently rejected. Finally, in order to determine the contribution of each
subcategory to the overall x 2 value, one-way chi square analyses were applied to the individual subcategories. The results
indicated that only two of the five subcategories of markers were statistically significant. This difference is then attributed to
the differing spirits prevailing in the linguistic communities involved. Regarding the minor research question it was found that,
in contrast to English writers, Persian writers are more writer-oriented in their writings.
Keywords : metadiscoursal markers, textual meta-function, interpersonal meta-function, persuasive texts, English and Persian
newspaper editorials
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