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Abstract :  This  article  examines the phenomenon of  micro-sovereignty in the context  of  property management and its
implications for biopolitics and urban governance in mainland China. It explores the transformation of urban spaces into
privatized  communities  managed  by  property  companies,  leading  to  the  reterritorialization  of  urban  areas  and  the
segmentation of urban populations. Drawing on legal frameworks, we analyze how commercial real estate development and
property management have reshaped the urban landscape, placing nearly all urban residents within service areas of property
management firms, thus establishing micro-sovereign entities that exercise control over residential spaces. Through a critique
of property management's sovereign effects on social organization and the exploration of autonomous, democratic alternatives
in community governance, this article contributes to the broader discourse on sovereignty, governance, and resistance within
the urban milieu of contemporary China. It underscores the urgent need for more democratic forms of community management
that can transcend the capitalist logic of property management companies and foster genuine participatory governance at the
grassroots level.
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