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Abstract : The purpose of this paper is to discuss how the historical processes of organization and reform of professional
education contributed with the educational projects for the training/education starting from the idea of modernization of Brazil
by way of industry and skilled worker. In the discourse of Congress Legislative of Minas Gerais is possible to identify the role of
education as a mediating body of construction processes and rationalization modernizing of the country. The hypothesis is that
education is an important instrument for promoting progress and citizenship and the way to form the professional who would
serve the social and economic purposes of modernization of Brazil in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. In this sense, we
investigate the relationship of the concept of professional education with the ideas of modernization and modernity.
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