
Reclaiming and Reconstructing the History of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights

Authors : Hamid Vahidkia
Abstract  :  The  origins  of  the  Universal  Declaration  of  Human  Rights  (UDHR)  are  not  widely  understood,  leading  to
misconceptions that need to be examined. Recent research disputes the idea that the UDHR was exclusively backed and
endorsed by Western countries and even raised doubts about powerful nations backing the creation of global human rights
norms. This article examines four political misconceptions regarding the Universal Declaration, with each one having some
truth  to  it  but  also  being  misleading.  The  significance  of  small  states  in  promoting  human  rights  norms  has  been
underestimated, just as the importance of large states has been exaggerated in history. The Universal Declaration was created
through negotiations with the involvement of numerous states. All states have a stake in small states reclaiming their portion of
history due to the legitimacy it gained from the political process that formed it.
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