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Abstract : In times of crisis, the diaspora's role and the help it offers are seen to be vital in determining how many countries,
particularly low- and middle-income nations that significantly rely on remittances, recover. Twenty-one lakh twenty thousand
Keralites have emigrated abroad, with 81.2 percent of these outflows occurring in the Gulf Cooperative Council (GCC). Most of
them are semi-skilled or low-skilled laborers employed in GCC nations.  Additionally,  a  sizeable portion of  migrants are
employed in industrialized nations like the UK and the US. These nations have seen the development of a highly robust Indian
Diaspora. India's development is largely dependent on the generosity of its diaspora, and the nation has benefited greatly from
the substantial contributions made by several emigrant generations. Its strength was noticeable during the COVID-19 and
Kerala floods. Millions of people were displaced, millions of properties were damaged, and many people died as a result of the
2018 Kerala floods. The Malayalee diaspora played a crucial role in the reconstruction of Kerala by providing support for the
rescue efforts underway on the ground through their extensive worldwide network. During COVID-19, an analogous outreach
was also noted, in which the diaspora assisted stranded migrants across the globe. Together with the work the diaspora has
done for the state's development and recovery, there has also been a recent outpouring of assistance during the COVID-19
pandemic. The study focuses on the subtleties of diaspora philanthropic scholarship and how Kerala was able to recover from
the COVID-19 pandemic and floods thanks to it. Semi-structured in-depth interviews with migrants, migrant organizations, and
beneficiaries from the diaspora through snowball sampling to better understand the role that diaspora philanthropy plays in
times of crisis.
Keywords : crises, diaspora, remittances, COVID-19, flood, economic development of Kerala
Conference Title : ICMDHS 2026 : International Conference on Migration, Development and Human Security
Conference Location : Dubai, United Arab Emirates
Conference Dates : December 20-21, 2026

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences

Vol:20, No:12, 2026

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 H
um

an
iti

es
 a

nd
 S

oc
ia

l S
ci

en
ce

s 
Vo

l:2
0,

 N
o:

12
, 2

02
6 

pu
bl

ic
at

io
ns

.w
as

et
.o

rg
/a

bs
tr

ac
ts

/1
85

98
3.

pd
f

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 20(12) 2026 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/185983.pdf

