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Abstract : Rural tourism has garnered significant attention as a catalyst for rural development and sustainability, particularly
in regions like Tuscany, Italy, where the convergence of cultural heritage, picturesque landscapes, and agricultural traditions
provides a fertile ground for tourism activities. This paper investigates the pivotal role of women entrepreneurs in driving
sustainable rural tourism development, with a specific focus on Tuscany. Drawing upon a synthesis of literature on rural
tourism, entrepreneurship, and gender studies, this research offers insights into how women entrepreneurs contribute to the
economic, social, and environmental dimensions of rural tourism in Tuscany. The conceptual framework of this study is rooted
in the evolving landscape of rural development, shaped by shifting paradigms in agricultural policies, such as the Common
Agricultural  Policy  (CAP)  of  the  European  Union.  This  framework  underscores  the  transition  from traditional  agrarian
economies to dynamic rural tourism destinations characterized by a consumer-centric approach and a focus on sustainable
development. Against this backdrop, the study delves into the multifaceted contributions of women entrepreneurs within the
rural tourism sector. Central to the analysis is the recognition of rural tourism as a nexus of social, cultural, economic, and
environmental interactions, wherein women entrepreneurs play a pivotal role in leveraging local resources, preserving cultural
heritage, and fostering community engagement. By capitalizing on their unique perspectives, skills, and networks, women
entrepreneurs drive innovation, diversification, and inclusivity within the tourism sector, thereby enhancing its resilience and
long-term viability. Moreover, the study highlights the symbiotic relationship between rural tourism development and women's
empowerment, as evidenced by the increasing prominence of women entrepreneurs in Tuscany's rural economy. Through their
leadership roles in small and medium enterprises (SMEs) and agritourism ventures, women entrepreneurs not only contribute
to economic growth but also challenge traditional gender norms and empower local communities. A key empirical focus of this
research  is  a  comprehensive  case  study  of  Tuscany,  renowned  for  its  successful  rural  tourism  model  and  vibrant
entrepreneurial ecosystem. Through qualitative interviews, surveys, and archival analysis, the study elucidates the strategies,
challenges, and impacts of women entrepreneurs on sustainable rural tourism development in Tuscany. By examining the
experiences of women entrepreneurs across diverse sectors of rural tourism, including hospitality, gastronomy, and cultural
heritage, the study offers nuanced insights into their contributions to regional development and empowerment. In conclusion,
this research contributes to the burgeoning scholarship on rural tourism, entrepreneurship, and gender studies by shedding
light on the transformative role of women entrepreneurs in driving sustainable development agendas in rural areas. By
elucidating the interplay between gender dynamics, entrepreneurial activities, and tourism development, this study seeks to
inform policy interventions and strategic initiatives aimed at fostering inclusive and sustainable rural tourism ecosystems.
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