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Abstract : Objective: The objective of this literature review is to compile updated information from studies that have addressed
the association between dental pathologies and agriculture. Materials and method: The research carried out corresponds to a
documentary study of ex post facto retrospective, historiographic, and bibliometric design. An exhaustive bibliographic review
search was carried out in databases and the Internet, books and articles on dental anthropology, archeology, and dentistry, on
the relationship between dental pathologies and agriculture in prehistoric and current populations from different parts of the
world. Subsequently, data collection was carried out through the ATLAS.ti computer program. Conclusions: In an influential
article by Turner, which addresses the correlation between caries and the way of subsistence of both prehistoric and modern
populations (hunting and gathering, mixed and agricultural economies), an average of 1.3% was found in hunter-gatherer
societies, and 10.4% in agricultural societies. Sreebny compared global grain supply data (rice, wheat and corn) with DMF
(spoiled, lost and blocked) rates. He concluded that rice has no association with dental caries, corn has a negative correlation,
and wheat has a positive correlation. Additionally, intensive monoculture agricultural production systems cause an increase in
dental pathologies. Meanwhile, polyculture agriculture, which leads to a more varied diet, generates a better state of dental
health.
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