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Abstract : Political news coverage of tabloid sheets as one of the print media molds or influences public opinions and
perceptions. In this study, Critical Discourse Analysis was employed to 30 political news taken from major tabloid sheets in the
Philippines in order to determine the linguistics features and other features characterizing the political news in tabloids such
as discursive styles, news topics or contexts, journalistic roles and news sources. The political underpinnings through framing
were also explored in the study. The results revealed that the linguistics features of the news coverage include moods and
modalities (morphology), passivity and transitivity, nominalization, appositives and embedding (syntax), and pre-modifications,
the use of verbs and omissions (grammatical features). The discursive features were direct or indirect speech; cohesion;
endophora and classifications. In terms of news sources were politicians, experts, and journalists; and the tabloid perform the
journalistic roles such as an intervention, watchdog, loyal-facilitator, service, infotainment and civic. The news was also evident
of different political underpinnings such as game or strategic framing, conflict framing, human interest framing, attrition of
responsibility framing, morality framing, economic consequences framing and issue framing.
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