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Abstract : According to the Global Peace Index report (GPI, 2023), global peacefulness has deteriorated by more than 0.42%.
Old and new conflicts, COVID-19, and political and cultural polarization are the main drivers of conflicts in the world. The 2022
was the deadliest year for armed conflict in the history of the GPI. In Ethiopia, over half a million people died in the Tigray war,
which was the largest conflict death event since the 1994 Rwandan genocide. In total, 84 countries recorded an improvement,
while 79 countries recorded a deterioration in peacefulness across the globe. The Russia-Ukraine war and its consequences
were the main drivers of the deterioration in peacefulness globally. Both Russia and Ukraine are now ranked amongst the ten
least peaceful countries, and Ukraine had the largest deterioration of any country in the 2023 GPI. In the same year, the global
impact of violence on the economy was 17 percent, which was equivalent to 10.9% of global GDP. Besides, the brutal conflict in
Tigray started in November. 2020 claimed more than half a million lives lost and displaced nearly 3 million people, along with
widespread human rights violations and sexual violence has left deep damage on the population. The displaced people are still
unable to return home because the western, southern and Eastern parts of Tigray are occupied by Eritrean and Amhara forces,
despite the Pretoria Agreement. Currently, armed conflicts in Amhara in the Oromya regions are intensified, and human rights
violations are being reported in both regions. Meanwhile, protests have been held by war-injured TDF members, IDPs and
teachers in the Tigray region. Hence, the general objective of this project is to explore the challenges of peace-building
processes  in  the  border  woredas  of  the  Eastern  Zone of  the  Tigray  Region.  Methodologically,  the  project  will  employ
exploratory qualitative research designs to gather and analyze qualitative data. A purposive sampling technique will be applied
to gather pertinent information from the key stakeholders. Open-ended interview questions will be prepared to gather relevant
information about the challenges and perceptions of peacebuilding in the study area. Data will be analyzed using qualitative
methods such as content analysis, narrative analysis and phenomenological analysis to deeply investigate the challenges of
peace-building in the study woredas. Findings of this research project will be employed for program intervention to promote
sustainable peace in the study area.
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