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Abstract : In this evaluation study, we explore the efficacy and implementation of the five guiding principles of Bekaadendang
“Being Peaceful,” a suite of services facilitated by our Anti-Human Trafficking Team, and a pivotal component of the Holistic
Prevention Services department at NCFST. The guiding principles—trauma-informed care, cultural safety, 4-quadrant medicine
wheel approach, harm reduction, and after-care peer support—are the foundation of Bekaadendang's mission to support at-risk
individuals and survivors of human trafficking. This evaluation is of paramount importance given the profound impact of human
trafficking on these communities and aims to ensure that Bekaadendang's principles are not only understood by staff but
experienced by community members in a purposeful and meaningful manner. The issues at the heart of this evaluation are
deeply entrenched in the historical and contemporary challenges faced by Indigenous communities, with a particular emphasis
on Indigenous women and 2SLGBTQQIA+ individuals. Well-documented reports like the National Inquiry into Missing and
Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls (MMIWG) have cast a glaring light on the disproportionately high rates of violence,
exploitation, and trafficking experienced by these communities. The MMIWG report underlines the pressing need for holistic,
culturally informed interventions like Bekaadendang. Furthermore, the research efforts of scholars, both Indigenous and non-
Indigenous, shed light on the persistent systemic issues that make Indigenous individuals more vulnerable to trafficking and
exploitation. Recognizing this broader context is crucial to truly grasp the importance of evaluating the guiding principles that
underpin Bekaadendang's service model.
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