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Abstract : Globalization has intensified the transnational movement of people, mainly from the Global South to the Global
North. In this context of transnationalism, migration is framed within the national interests required for economic prosperity.
More specifically, the competition for the ‘best and the brightest of highly educated immigrants from around the world can be
perceived as evidence that countries in the North are competing in the knowledge-based global economy. Canada is not an
exception. Since the early 1970s, Canada has successfully admitted, on average, 200,000 to 280,000 immigrants annually for
permanent residency, primarily for economic development, family reunification and humanitarian affairs. Among these three
components, economic class immigrants are the highest priority in its immigration policy. Although Canada admits highly
qualified  immigrant  professionals  with  the  expectation  of  easily  integrating  them,  many  highly  skilled  immigrants  are
marginalized in the labour market due to a myriad of layered structural and institutional barriers that prevent them from
working in the professions for which they were trained in their country of origin. More than 67% of highly skilled immigrants
are more likely to be in jobs for which they are formally overqualified. The deteriorating employment situation of highly
educated immigrants, particularly the immigrants of racialized groups, needs analytical scrutiny of the immigration policy of
Canada.  In this  paper,  author examine how the historical  legacy of  colonialism still  continues in Canada’s  immigration
policymaking and how this legacy has impacted developing countries in the global South. Author argue that the Canadian
immigration policy is based on the notion of exploiting/dominating smaller countries and immigrants from these countries.
Such colonial policies have systematically ‘Othered’ immigrants based on their race, ethnicity, gender, culture, and linguistic
characteristics.  Recommendations  are  made  to  revisit  contemporary  immigration  and  settlement  policies  to  effectively
integrate immigrants into Canadian society.
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