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Abstract : Students’ achievement and motivation in learning English in Malaysia is a worrying trend as it is lagging behind
several other countries in Asia. Thus, necessary actions have to be taken by the parties concerned to overcome this problem.
The purpose of this research was to study the effects of drill and practice courseware on students’ achievement and motivation
in learning English language. A multimedia courseware was developed for this purpose. The independent variable was the drill
and practice courseware while the dependent variables were the students’ achievement and motivation. Their achievement was
measured using pre-test and post-test scores, while motivation was measured using a questionnaire adapted from Keller’s
(1979) Instructional Materials Motivation Scale. A total of 60 students from three vernacular primary schools in a northern
state in Malaysia were randomly selected in this study. The findings indicate: (1) a significant difference between the students’
pre-test and post-test scores after using the courseware, (2) no significant difference in the achievement score between male
and female students after using the courseware, (3) a significant difference in motivation score between the female and the
male students, and (4) while the female students scored significantly higher than the male students in the aspects of relevance,
confidence and satisfaction, no significant difference in terms of attention was observed between them. Overall, the findings
clearly indicate that although the female students are significantly more motivated than their male students, they are equally
good in terms of achievement after learning from the courseware. Through this study, the drill and practice courseware is
proven to influence the students’ learning and motivation.
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