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Abstract : Background: Social justice ideals are considered as the foundation of nursing practice. These ideals are not always
clearly  integrated  into  nursing  professional  standards  or  curricula.  This  hinders  concerted  global  nursing  agendas  for
becoming aware of social injustice or engaging in action for social justice to improve the health of individuals and groups. Aim
and objectives: The aim was to create an educational framework for empowering nursing students for social justice awareness
and action. This purpose was attained by understanding the meaning of social justice, the effect of social injustice, the visibility
of  social  justice  learning,  and  ways  of  integrating  social  justice  in  nursing  education  and  practice.  Methods:  Critical
interpretive methodologies and constructivist grounded theory research designs guided the processes of recruiting nursing
students (n = 11) and nurse educators (n = 11) at a London nursing university to participate in interviews and focus groups,
which were analysed by coding systems.  Findings:  Firstly,  social  justice was described as ethical  practices that  enable
individuals and groups to have good access to health resources. Secondly, social injustice was understood as unfair practices
that caused minimal access to resources, social deprivation, and poor health. Thirdly, social justice learning was considered to
be invisible in nursing education due to a lack of explicit modules, educator knowledge, and organisational support. Lastly,
explicit modules, educating educators, and attracting leaders’ support were suggested as approaches for the visible integration
of social justice in nursing education and practice. Discussion: This research proposes approaches for nursing awareness and
action for the development of critical active nurse-learner, critical conscious nurse-educator, and servant nurse leader. The
framework on Awareness for Social Justice Action (ASJA) created in this research is an approach for empowering nursing
students for social justice practices. Conclusion: This research contributes to and advocates for greater nursing scholarship to
raise the spotlight on social justice in the profession.
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