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Abstract : Road traffic accident is a global problem which is severe in the developing countries like Bangladesh. In
consequence, in developing countries road trauma has now been recognized as an increasing public health hazards and
economic burning issue. And after road traffic accidents the lack of management and economic costs related with health
seeking behavior have a disproportionate impact on lower income groups, thus contributing to the persistence of poverty in
conjunction with disability. This cross sectional study, carried out during July 2012 to June 2013, aimed to explore health
seeking decision and culture of handling the road traffic accident related victims, as taken from experiences of the poor
disabled people of slum dwellers of Dhaka city. The present study has been designed based on qualitative techniques such as
in-depth interview and case studies. Additionally, a survey questionnaire was used to collect the demographic characteristics of
the study population (n=150) and to select participants purposely for in-depth interview (n=50) and case study (n=30). Content
analysis of qualitative data was done through theme coding and matrix analysis of case study was done to use relevant
verbatim. Most of the time the health seeking decision totally depended on the surrounded people of the accidental place, their
knowledge, awareness and remaining facility and capacity regarding proper management of the victims. However, most of the
cases the victims did not get any early treatment and it took 2-12 hours to get even the first aid because of distance, shortage
of money, lack of availability of getting the aid, lack of mass awareness etc. Under the reality of discriminated and unaffordable
health service provision better treatment could not turn out due to economic inability of the poor victims. To avoid the severe
trauma, treatment delay must be reduced by providing first aid within very short time and to do so, mass awareness campaign
is necessary for handing the victims. Moreover, necessary measures should be taken to ensure cost free health service
provision to treat the chronic disabled condition of the road traffic accident related poor victims.
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