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Abstract : This article explores the recent military coups in Mali (August 2020) and Burkina Faso (January 2022), utilizing
qualitative case study analyses to examine the pre-coup domestic contextual conditions that precipitated the events.  By
framing the research through the conceptual lens of state fragility, the research identifies key political, economic, and societal
factors that converge to create an environment conducive for coups to occur. From the analyses, the study discusses several
patterns that emerged, all revealing the significance of the core functions of governance. Through an in-depth exploration that
brings the state back into the coup debate, the study provides rich insights into the complex dynamics of military intervention
in political affairs, highlighting the urgency of understanding the underlying domestic factors that can lead to radical political
changes. By illuminating these intricate dynamics, the article seeks to provide detailed insights needed to fully understand the
challenges moulding the region's political terrain.
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