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Abstract  :  This  research employs  a  theoretical  framework to  investigate  the  interplay  between factors  that  lead from
predatory governance and predatory rule to military coups, utilizing the frustration-aggression theory as its guiding lens. It
adopts a case-oriented approach and employs thematic analysis to examine the socio-economic, governance, and political
environment that precipitated the August 2020 Malian military coup. Presenting seven key themes, it reveals how predatory
rule and its manifestation in the Malian context was a critical factor in paving the way for the military coup. The study provides
critical reflections into the historical,  regional,  and political dynamics reshaping Africa’s changing political landscape. It
presents a conceptual model to comprehend how predatory governance fosters conditions favorable for military coups. Insights
from the Malian case study offer valuable perspectives for analyzing events in comparable contexts. This understanding is
crucial for grasping the precursors and impact of predatory rule and popular frustrations in contexts where military coups
emerge.
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