World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Educational and Pedagogical Sciences
Vol:19, No:02, 2025

The Struggle to teach/learn English as a Foreign Language in Turkiye: A
Critical Report

Authors : Gizem Yilmazel

Abstract : Turkiye has been facing failure in English language teaching despite long years of English studies during
mandatory education. A body of research studying the reasons of the failure in the literature exists yet the problem has not
been solved and English language education is still a phenomenon in Turkiye. The failure is mostly attributed to the methods
used in English education (Grammar Translation Method), lack of exposure to the language, inability to practice the language,
financial difficulties, the belief of abroad experience necessity, national examinations, and conservative institutional policies.
The findings are evident and tangible yet the problem persists. This paper aims to bring the issue a critical perspective and
discuss the reasons of the failure.
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