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Abstract : This study delves into the evolving landscape of urban childcare in Bangladesh, focusing on the experiences and
challenges faced by parents in Dhaka city. This paper argues that the traditional childcare arrangement of city families is
inadequate to meet the development needs of children. The study aims to explore the childcare challenges faced by urban
parents as they transition from traditional family-based childcare networks to alternative caregiving arrangements amidst
urbanization, economic shifts, and social transformations. Utilizing a mixed-method research approach, combining quantitative
surveys (n = 200) and four qualitative interviews, the research examines the parental viewpoints on childcare practices and the
role of societal norms and values. The study finds childcare crises in both the family and daycare settings. In family care,
caregiving suffers from the less availability of grandparents, a lack of skills of caregivers, and a lack of child interaction. As for
the daycare, it is affected by the absence of appropriate policies, a lack of quality, health and safety concerns, affordability
issues, and cultural concerns. Additionally, the study highlights inadequacies in childcare policies and regulatory frameworks,
calling for comprehensive reforms to address the childcare vacuum in urban areas. By shifting the focus from developed to
developing countries, this study contributes to the literature and suggests policy implications for Bangladesh and beyond.
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