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Abstract : Religious intellectualism is the only stream of consciousness in Iran that its religious theories formed Democracy.
The theory of Religious intellectualism was utilized in Constitutional Revolution and Islamic Revolution. To instate Democracy
in Iran, in compare with West and sunnis, the theory of Religious Intellectualism is being used differently. Unlike Democracy in
the west that has started with the concept of Individualism and Natural Rights or in Sunni world that has started with the
concept of consultation, it has started in Iran with mima-la-nas-fih (what we don’t have any proof for)or mantaqa-alfiraq-
altashri’ (area of vacuum from reason). Shia scholars first acquainted with the concept of Democracy through theories of
Sheikh Mortiza Ansari, and later some of his followers, including Akhund-e-khorasani and Mirzaye naeini, regarding Sheikh
Ansari’s thoughts, began to analyze its Constitutional system and Democratic elements. But Imam Khomeini, the great founder
of Islamic Republic of Iran, with respect to RAKHS (religious permission for having a choice)could make connection between
Islam and Democracy. Instead of focusing on Civil contracts, he relied on Sirah Ughala (Tradition) and accepted many of the
current conducts, e.g. Democracy and Political Parties and acknowledged the authority (Hujiat) of them even in absence of
Infallibles. These two are the most notable experiences of shia political thoughts about Democracy within the last 100 years. In
this article, the author tries to explain the second experience in Imam Khomeini’s thoughts and Sirah.
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