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Abstract : This research addresses the critical issue of accessibility for individuals with special needs and the broader
implications  of  disability  on  one's  ability  to  lead  an  independent  and  integrated  life  within  society.  It  highlights  the
consequences of injury, illness, or disability not only on the physical level but also on psychological, social, educational,
economic, and functional aspects of life. The study emphasizes the importance of inclusive design in urban spaces, reflecting
on how a society's treatment of individuals with disabilities serves as a measure of its progress. The research delves into the
challenges faced by people with special needs in the Kingdom, where, despite advancements in various sectors, there is a
noticeable lack of accommodating public opportunities for this significant demographic. It argues for the necessity of a Saudi
building code that considers the needs of a diverse population during the design phase. The paper discusses the role of urban
space as a fundamental element in urban formation and its impact on the societal integration of individuals with special needs.
The study explores a variety of inclusive design principles, ranging from physical features like ramps and tactile paving to
digital and cognitive accessibility measures such as screen readers, closed captions, plain language, and visual aids. It also
considers the impact of wayfinding and appropriate lighting design on the orientation and assistance of individuals within
urban  spaces  at  the  lowest  cost.  The  researchers  connect  inclusive  design  with  sustainable  practices,  advocating  for
environments that are not only environmentally friendly but also adaptable and lasting. The paper concludes with the assertion
that the integration of accessibility, universal design, and sustainability signifies a society's commitment to inclusivity and the
empowerment of all individuals, paving the way for a future where everyone can participate fully and independently in society.
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