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Abstract  :  The genuine development  of  the  grassroots  particularly  in  the  developing societies  depends largely  on the
participation of the rural populace in policy conception and implementation, especially in the area of development policies,
fundamentally, the rural people play a vital and significance role in economic and political development of the nation. This is
because the bulk of the economic produce as well as votes come from these areas. However, the much needed development has
continued to elude the rural communities inspire of the various development policies carried out by successive governments in
the state. The exclusion of rural communities from planning and implementation of facilities meant to benefit them, and the
international debate on sustainable rural development led Ondo State government to re-think its rural development policy with
a view to establishing more effective strategies for rural development. The 31s initiatives introduced in 2009 emphasizes the
important role of communities in their own development. The paper therefore critically assessed the 31s initiative of the
present government in Ondo State with a view to knowing its impact on rural people. The study adopted both primary and
secondary data to source its information. Interviews were conducted with the key informants, and field survey (visit) was also
part of method of collecting data. Documents, reports and records on 31s initiatives in the selected villages and from outside
were also consulted. The paper submitted that 31s initiative has not impacted positively on the lives of rural dwellers in Ondo-
State,  most  especially  in  the areas of  infrastructure and integrated development.  The findings also suggested that  31s
initiatives is not hopeless, but needs a different kind of investment, for example introducing measures of accountability,
addressing the politicization of the initiative and exploiting key principles of development and service delivery.
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