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Abstract : ICT4D actors are naturally attempted to include AI in the range of enabling technologies and tools that could
support and boost the Development process, and to refer to these as AI4D. But, doing so, assumes that AI complies with the
very specific features of ICT4D context, including, among others, affordability, relevance, openness, and ownership. Clearly,
none of these is fulfilled, and the enthusiastic posture that AI4D is a natural part of ICT4D is not grounded and, to certain
extent, does not serve the purpose of Technology for Development at all. In the context of Development, it is important to
emphasize and prioritize ICT4D, in the national digital transformation strategies, instead of borrowing "trendy" waves of the IT
Industry that are motivated by business considerations, with no specific care/consideration to Development.
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