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Abstract : Optical character recognition (OCR) has a main role in the present time. It's capable to solve many serious
problems and simplify human activities. The OCR yields to 70's, since many solutions has been proposed, but unfortunately, it
was supportive to nothing but Latin languages. This work proposes a system of recognition of an off-line Arabic handwriting.
This system is based on a structural segmentation method and uses support vector machines (SVM) in the classification phase.
We have presented a state of art of the characters segmentation methods, after that a view of the OCR area, also we will
address the normalization problems we went through. After a comparison between the Arabic handwritten characters & the
segmentation methods, we had introduced a contribution through a segmentation algorithm.
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