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Abstract : Assessment is a pivotal component of the teaching and learning process, serving as a critical tool for evaluating
student  progress,  diagnosing learning needs,  and informing instructional  decisions.  In  the context  of  English Language
Teaching (ELT), effective assessment practices are essential to promote meaningful learning experiences and foster continuous
improvement in language proficiency. This paper delves into various assessment strategies, explores associated challenges,
and highlights best practices for assessing student learning in ELT. The paper begins by examining the diverse forms of
assessment,  including  formative  assessments  that  provide  timely  feedback  during  the  learning  process  and  summative
assessments that evaluate overall achievement. Additionally, alternative methods such as portfolios, self-assessment, and peer
assessment play a significant role in capturing various aspects of language learning. Aligning assessments with learning
objectives  is  crucial.  Educators  must  ensure  that  assessment  tasks  reflect  the  desired  language  skills,  communicative
competence, and cultural  awareness.  Validity,  reliability,  and fairness are essential  considerations in assessment design.
Challenges in assessing language skills—such as speaking, listening, reading, and writing—are discussed, along with practical
solutions. Constructive feedback, tailored to individual learners, guides their language development. In conclusion, this paper
synthesizes research findings and practical insights, equipping ELT practitioners with the knowledge and tools necessary to
design, implement,  and evaluate effective assessment practices.  By fostering meaningful learning experiences, educators
contribute significantly to learners’ language proficiency and overall success.
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