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Abstract : The task of nation-building for Nigeria, like other developing nations, has continued to be riddled with audacious
challenges that kept threatening to consume the state itself. Among the destabilizing factors that are sometimes mutually
reinforcing are poverty and insecurity. Nigeria has been bedeviled with poverty since the onset of the 1980s when the country
metamorphosed from an agricultural to an oil-based economy coupled with unbridled political corruption and wasteful
management of resources by successive governments. The crippling poverty started manifesting in the scourge of criminalities
and a general state of insecurity. Poverty gradually becomes the breeder of insecurity and threats to human life in Nigeria.
Interestingly, successive governments tended to recognize the destructive tendencies of poverty and took several
interventionist initiatives towards abating or slowing down the spate of poverty so as to reverse the trend of insecurity, but
none of those initiatives can be adjudged good or enduring legacies. The emergence of the Buhari administration in 2015
provided a new opportunity to tackle poverty and, in turn, insecurity that had permeated every aspect of national life before
that year’s presidential elections. Expectedly, the government took ambitious steps through its innovative ideas of intervention
through its National Social Intervention Programmes (NSIP). Therefore, this paper is an assessment of the Buhari
administration’s initiatives in poverty eradication in Nigeria as one of its strategies to fight insecurity, and the paper adopted a
qualitative approach. The theoretical arguments put up by this paper are with respect to the connection between poverty and
insecurity sourced from the theory of Relative Deprivation. The paper found that the Buhari administration has done better
than any government since 1999 in inventing a social intervention program and that the poverty of the people has been
addressed to a notable extent. However, the problem of politicization of intervention programs has continued to be the practice
under the administration, and if this is not abated, the post-Buhari era may as well be like the eras before it. The paper
recommends legislation that can make poverty ameliorating programs permanent, at least for some years to come, so as to
avoid the usual policy summersault at every instance of political transition, which has limited the sustainability of public
policies and indeed hindered nation-building efforts in Nigeria.
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