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Abstract : Preserving African architectural heritage is a multifaceted endeavor that intersects with socio-cultural, economic,
and environmental factors. Despite growing recognition of the importance of safeguarding these invaluable cultural assets,
numerous  challenges  persist,  hindering  effective  preservation  efforts  across  the  continent.  This  paper  investigates  the
underlying factors impeding the preservation of African architectural heritage, aiming to provide insights for addressing this
critical issue. The study begins with an exploration of the historical background and significance of African architectural
heritage, highlighting its rich diversity and cultural significance. The study acknowledges that there is an urgent need to
address the threats facing these heritage sites, including urbanization, rapid development, lack of funding, inadequate legal
protection, and insufficient public awareness. The primary aim of this research is to identify and analyze the key factors
contributing to the deterioration and loss of African architectural heritage, with the objective of formulating strategies to
mitigate  these  challenges.  A  mixed-use  research  methodology  combining  archival  research,  field  surveys,  stakeholder
interviews, and case studies is employed to gather comprehensive data and insights. The findings reveal a complex interplay of
socio-economic, political, and institutional factors shaping the preservation landscape in Africa, including issues related to
funding, governance, community engagement, and capacity building. The paper concludes by highlighting the urgent need for
coordinated efforts among government agencies, heritage organizations, local communities, and international stakeholders to
address  the  identified  challenges  and  develop  sustainable  preservation  strategies.  Recommendations  are  provided  for
enhancing legal frameworks, promoting community involvement, fostering public awareness, and mobilizing resources to
safeguard Africa's rich architectural heritage for future generations.
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