
Colonial Body: Historicizing the Becoming of the Kashmiri Body
Authors : Ain ul Khair
Abstract : In this study, the author situates the formation of the Kashmiri body as colonized in the postcolonial society, on
which India continues to execute and maintain colonial practices adopted and replicated from the Western colonial projects.
This paper explores the formation of a Kashmiri body as a site of complete dehumanization, which has deliberately been
politicized based on its religion, racialized because of its ethnic distinction, and consequently has been subjected to extreme
forms of violence. This paper specifically looks at the creation of the Kashmiri colonized body through India’s colonial practices
that are in continuity from the Western imperialist colonial projects through the historicization of the careful manufacturing of
the Kashmiri colonial body through the lens of the political, legal, geographical, and demographic landscape of India’s colonial
project. The paper looks at the framing of the colonial legal framework that informs the construction of the colonized Kashmiri
body, drawing violence and religion at the center of it.
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