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Abstract : The type of political leadership in place impacts a state's economic development or underdevelopment directly and
indirectly.  One of  the  main  challenges  to  Cameroon's  economic  development  may be  ineffective  or  misguided political
leadership. The economy of the Cameroon state has declined significantly due to a number of factors, including a lack of
effective and feasible economic policies, a reliance on crude oil that is excessive, tribal politics, the threat of insurgency,
bribery,  and  corruption,  violations  of  human  rights,  neglect  of  other  sectors  like  science,  technology,  education,  and
transportation, and a careless attitude on the part of the administrators toward the general public. As a result, the standard of
living has decreased, foreign exchange has decreased, and the value of the Cameroonian currency has depreciated. Therefore,
from 2000 to 2023, this paper focused on the relationship between political leadership and economic development in Cameroon
and offered suggestions for improving political leadership that will, in turn, lead to the country's economy getting back on
track. The study employed a qualitative technique, with the framework for the investigation derived from the trait theory of
leadership. According to the information provided above, the paper was able to conclude that there is a lack of cooperation
between the three branches of government in Cameroon. This is shown in situations when one branch operates independently
of the others and refuses to function as a backup when needed. The study recommended that the Executive collaborate closely
with the National Assembly to speed action on some key legislation required to stimulate economic development. On the other
hand, there is a need for more clarity and consistency in the government's policy orientation. There is no doubt that our
current economic troubles are at least partially the result of a lack of economic policy leadership and confidence.
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