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Abstract : One-hundred-layer chicken farmers were randomly selected and interviewed using structured questionnaires to
assess the production system and management practices in layer chicken farms. The respondents belonged to the commercial
scale operation. Results showed that the predominant rearing and housing systems were intensive/complete confinement and
open-sided, while slatted was the common type of flooring used during the brood-grow period. Dekalb and Lohmann were the
common chicken layer strains reared by farmers. The majority of commercial chicken layer farms preferred ready-to-lay (RTL)
pullets as their replacement stocks. Selling was the easiest way for farmers to dispose of and utilize poultry manure, while
veterinary waste and mortality were disposed of in pits. Biosecurity practices employed by the farmers conformed with the
ASEAN Biosecurity Management Manual for Commercial Poultry Farming. Flies and odor were the major problems in most
layer farms that are associated with their farm wastes. Therefore, the application of new technologies and husbandry practices
through training and actual demonstrations could be implemented to further improve the layer chicken raising in the province.
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