
International-Migration and Land Use Change in Ghana: Assessment of the
Multidimensional Effects on National Development

Authors : Baffoe Kingsley
Abstract : The consequence of the migration of young people from rural farming communities in the global south to the global
north is a well-known phenomenon. While climate change and its accompanying socio-economic structures continue to be the
driver, what is not really known is how left behinds are compelled to convert lands meant for the production of traditional
staples such as cereals, vegetables, and tubers to the production of export-driven cashew plantations due to youth migration.
The consequence of  such migration  on  the  development  of  Ghana and its  food security  is  multidimensional.  Using an
ethnographic research design, the study revealed that the majority of farmers in the area are now aged, and farm labor has
become scarce, which has impeded the cultivation of traditional staples for the population. It has also been established that in
the absence of farm labor, most farmers have reduced farm sizes for the production of staples and increased the production of
cashews. The practice has, in tend, resulted in a scarcity of land for the cultivation of staples. The study recommends further
inquiry  into  how  the  effects  of  migration  and  cashew  production  as  diversification  in  agriculture  influence  national
development in Ghana.
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