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Abstract : This paper provides an analysis of the existing evidence on the relationships between the migration of Venezuelans
into Trinidad and Tobago, violent extremism and gang violence. Arguing that there is a dearth of reliable data on the subject
matter, the paper fills the gap by providing relevant definitions of terms used, discusses the sources of data and identifies the
causes for this migration and the subsequent ramifications for Trinidad and Tobago and for the migrants themselves. A simple
but clear classification pointing to the nexus between migration gang violence and violent extremism is developed, following
the logic of migration of criminals(gang members), the need to link with local gangs and the view that certain elements within
the TnT society has become radicalized to the point where violent extremism is being displayed in different ways. The paper
highlights  implications  for  further  policy  debate:the imperatives  for  more effective  communication between government
officials responsible for migration and those personnel who are tasked with countering violent extremism and gang violence:
promoting and executing better integration and social inclusion policies which are necessary to minimize social exclusion, and
the threat of violent extremist agendas emanating from both Venezuelans and Trinidadians and generally to establish strong
analytical framework grounded in stronger definitions, more reliable data and other evidence which can guide further research
and analysis and contribute to policy formation.
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