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Abstract : Education is recognized as a fundamental human right and a catalyst for development. Despite progress in the
provision of higher education on the African continent, there persist challenges with the tripartite areas of access, equity and
quality. Therefore, this systematic review aimed at providing a comprehensive overview of conversations and voices of scholars
on these three concepts in HE in Africa. The systematic review employed a thematic analysis approach, synthesizing findings
from 38 selected sources. After a critical analysis of the sources included in the systematic review, deficits in access, quality,
and equity were outlined, focusing on infrastructure, regional disparities, and privatization challenges. The review also
revealed the weak enforcement of quality assurance measures. Strategies for improvement, proffered by the study, include
expanding public sector HE, deregulating the educational sector, promoting open and distance learning, implementing
preferential admission policies, and enhancing financial aid. This research contributes valuable insights for policymakers,
educators, and stakeholders, fostering a collaborative approach to address challenges and promote holistic development in
African higher education.
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