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Abstract : Contrary to the ideal, in the cartelized democracy, meritocracy is revealed to be a system that gives arrogance to
the winners and humiliation to the losers, and more and more studies are asserting the upper-class bias of meritocracy.
However, only some studies have analyzed the determinants of the perception of meritocracy and fairness among young
people. This article was an attempt to fill this gap. According to the empirical results of this article, the determinants of
fairness of the meritocracy in the youth were multidimensional. The social status model, the political ideology model, and the
future prospect model all significantly impacted the perception of meritocracy fairness among young people. Contrary to the
predictions of the system justification theory and the compensatory control theory of previous studies, the lower-class youth
were critical  of  meritocracy.  In  addition,  the  more negative  the  future  outlook,  the  less  they  accepted the  fairness  of
meritocracy. In addition, ideological debates over solutions to inequality of opportunity, which began in earnest during the 20th
presidential election, turned out to be a variable that significantly influenced the perception of fairness based on meritocracy
among young people. The results of the empirical analysis in this article reaffirmed the multidimensional structure of the
youth. This suggests the need for policy responses leading to education tailored to various subgroups within the youth.
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