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Abstract : Cities are growing at unprecedented levels. Meanwhile, governments in the Global South are already overwhelmed
by this growth and are unable to provide infrastructure proactively as expected. As a result, urban residents resort to providing
their own infrastructure, such as drainage systems, as part of self-built housing development. Their small-scale, incremental
housing practices, which often represent the formation of dense and diverse housing types, styles, and ages, have been
identified to affect the planning of drainage systems at the regional scale. Such developments reflect the varied, affordable
responses as part of a collective effort to curb regional problems, specifically flooding in this case. However, while some are
included in this collective action, others are excluded as they are unable to afford to be included. This phenomenon, in addition
to the formation of new autonomous localities, has led to challenges in mitigating flooding and has affected resilience to
climate change. Using a qualitative approach, this paper explores how the mismatch between housing development, which
occurs at an individual scale, and drainage infrastructure, which is provided at a regional scale, affects a regional effort to
mitigate flooding in Tema, Ghana. It seeks to explore and reveal a relationship between affordability and inclusiveness. It also
explores how density and diversity influence public infrastructure provision and their connection with affordability.
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