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Abstract : This paper is part of ongoing doctoral research that examines the role of Theatre for Development (TfD) in
addressing climate change in the Mosuthu community in Reservoir Hills, Durban, South Africa. The context of the research
underscores the pressing challenges facing South Africa, including drought, water shortages, deterioration of land, and civil
unrest that require innovative approaches to the mitigation of climate change. TfD, described as a dialogical form of theatre
that allows communities to express and contribute to development, emerges as a strategic medium for engaging communities
in the process. The research problem focused on the unexamined potential of TfD in promoting community involvement and
critical  awareness of climate change. The study objectives included assessing the community's understanding of climate
change,  exploring TfD's  potential  as  a  participatory tool,  examining its  role  in  community  mobilization,  and developing
recommendations  for  its  effective  implementation.  A  review of  relevant  literature  and preliminary  investigations  in  the
research  community  indicates  that  TfD  is  an  effective  medium  for  promoting  societal  transformation  and  engaging
marginalized communities. Through culturally resonant narratives, TfD can instill a deeper understanding of environmental
challenges, fostering empathy and motivating behavioural changes. By integrating community voices and cultural elements,
TfD serves as a powerful catalyst for promoting climate change awareness and inspiring collective action within the South
African context. This research contributes to the global discourse on innovative approaches to climate change awareness and
action.
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